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ceaselessly helping the authorities in all the ways available to us as
satyagrahis to restore order and to curb lawlessness. We can turn the
tragedies going on before us to good account if we could but succeed
in gaining the adherence of the masses to the fundamental principles
of satyagraha. Satyagraha is like a banyan tree with innumerable
branches. Civil disobedience is one such branch. Satya and ahimsa
together make the parent trunk from which all innumerable branches
shoot out. We have found by bitter experience that whilst in an
atmosphere of lawlessness civil disobedience found ready acceptance,
satya and ahimsa from which alone civil disobedience can worthily
spring, have commanded little or no respect. Ours then is a Hercu-
lean task, but we may not shirk it. We must fearlessly spread the
doctrine of satya and ahimsa and then, not till then, shall we be able
to undertake mass satyagraha. My attitude towards the Rowlatt
legislation remains unchanged. I do feel that the Rowlatt legisla-
tion is one of the many causes of the present unrest. But in a
surcharged atmosphere I must refrain from examining these causes.
The main and only purpose of this letter is to advise all satyagrahis
to temporarily suspend the civil disobedience, to give the Government
effective co-operation in restoring order, and by preaching and
practice to gain adherence to the principles mentioned above."
While Gandhi declared his readiness to assist restore normal
conditions. Lord Chelmsford published a resolution conveying his
intention, in the plainest terms, to employ all available force to
suppress the national movement.
The All-India Congress Committee met on April 20 to demand an
inquiry into the Punjab wrongs. Gandhi was pressed to proceed to
the Punjab immediately in disregard of consequences. He wrote and
also telegraphed to the Viceroy asking for permission in vain. "If I
proceeded without the necessary permission, I should not be allowed
to cross the boundary of the Punjab, and should be left to what satis-
faction I could have from civil disobedience,53 thought Gandhi. He
did not see around him the kind of peaceful atmosphere that he
wanted, and, therefore, decided to drop the idea of proceeding to
the Punjab for the time being.
There was general resentment in India against the injustice and
cruelty inflicted on the Punjab. The national protest was voiced by
Rabindranath Tagore who renounced his knighthood and con-
demned the atrocities in a letter to the Viceroy, dated May 30. He